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Central MO RPCVs receive the Ruppe Award
This spring, unbeknownst to us, a 

selection committee of NPCA representa-
tives quietly began looking at affiliate web-
sites and other media to identify those 
“ideas that other groups may emulate” 
and to select groups to honor with 
the Ruppe Award this year.

The Loret Miller Ruppe Award for 
Outstanding Community Service is 
presented annually by the NPCA, and 
awarded to outstanding member groups 
whose work has promoted the Third 
Goal of the Peace Corps. As stated by 
President John F. Kennedy, this goal is to 
“strengthen Americans’ understanding 
about the world and its peoples.” This is 
done either through continuing service to 
host countries, building group spirit and 
cooperation, and promoting service.

Central MO RPCVs was selected 
as a recipient of this award as a result 
of continued work on our Third Goal 
International Film Festival, which has 
been held annually since 2005. Our 
festivalshowcases films covering diverse 
topics on worldwide issues, many made or 
produced by RPCVs. After each film, 
invited RPCVs from our group tie each 
international film to a local connection 
in our community by serving on speakers 
panels.

The festival attracts hundreds of at-
tendees each year and continues to leave a 
strong impact on the community. Indeed, 
in promoting Americans’ understanding 
of the world, film is a powerful media 
to connect the stories of those in devel-
oping countries with our local Missouri 
community,especially films made by Re-
turned Peace Corps Volunteers.

We share the honor of receiv-
ing the Ruppe Award with our co-

recipients, Friends of Pakistan USA 
(FOPUSA) for their work in raising over 
$10,000 to fund scholarships for women 
and girls in Pakistan.

We hope you will choose to be a part of 
our award winning efforts and help make 
the Third Goal International Film Festival 
an even bigger success in 2015. CMO

Bringing Home the 
Hardware from  
Nashville
by Frank Yates

Michael Burden and I carpooled from 
Columbia to Nashville on Thursday, June 
19. I dropped Michael off at the Vander-
bilt University campus and checked into 
my hotel. On Friday morning, the Group 
Leaders’ Forum was held at Vanderbilt. 
Two well-received sessions were “Bridging 
Generation Gaps” by Amy Lynch, and the 
“Best Practices” panel by six RPCV group 
leaders. Following lunch in the Vanderbilt 
cafeteria, there were several sessions at 
Vanderbilt. I attended a Storytelling ses-
sion led by Meleia Egger, the RPCV Group 
Liaison in the Peace Corps Office of Third 
Goal and Returned Volunteer Services.

On Saturday, the conference moved to 
the Country Music Hall of Fame in down-
town Nashville. After an opening music set 
by Emmylou Harris, there were five Great 
Ideas presentations, two Ruppe Awards 
presentations (including the Central 
Missouri RPCVs—received by Michael), 
a Shriver Award presentation, a Wofford 
Award presentation, a keynote speech by 
Mike Tidwell, and a wonderful speech by 
the new Peace Corps Director, Carrie Hes-
sler-Radelet.

Following the late afternoon reception, 
the Tennessee RPCVs hosted a Shindig. 
Michael and I returned to Columbia on 
Sunday. I videotaped three Group Leaders’ 
Forum sessions, all five of the Great Ideas 
sessions, the four awards sessions, the 
keynote speech, Carrie Hessler-Radelet’s 
speech, and a Slam Poem by Meleia Egger. 
They are available for viewing on YouTube. 
Search for “Peace Corps Connect Nashville 
2014.”

Does Mike and Frank’s trip sound fun? 
Central MO RPCVs want to send a repre-
sentative to the next Peace Corps Connect 
conference in California. We will cover the 
cost of conference. Individuals are respon-
sible for travel expenses. Let us know if 
you are interested! CMO

Michael Burden receives Ruppe Award at 
the Peace Corps Connect Conference at the 
Country Music Hall of Fame in Nashville, 
Tennessee on June 21, 2014.
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http://www.morpcv.org
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Maya Tarter
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Michael Burden

FUNDRAISING
Andy Craver
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Shannon Hensley 

SPEAKERS PANEL
Lindsay Oetker

Central Missouri Returned Peace Corps 
Volunteers is a social, service, and network-
ing group for RPCVs in Central Missouri. 
The group was formed in 1996 as part of the 
35th anniversary of the Peace Corps. It now 
has contact with more than 200 returned 
volunteers in Central Missouri.

Our objectives are to provide RPCVs with 
opportunities to socialize, educate people 
about the Peace Corps, act as a resource 
for prospective volunteers, and to promote 
interactions between RPCVs and the mid- 
Missouri community. For more information, 
email centralmorpcvs@gmail.com.

President’s Letter
by Lindsey Smith (Armenia ’01-’03)

rrr
“Change is the law of life. And those who 
look only to the past or the present are cer-
tain to miss the future.”  John F. Kennedy, 
1963

rrr
I couldn’t resist a Kennedy quote in 

my first Note as President of Central MO 
RPCVs. Both the Peace Corps and Central 
MO RPCVS are experiencing some big 
changes in 2014! While we learn from 
the past and engage in the present, we are 
also excited to look to the future of both 
organizations.

When my husband and I left for Arme-
nia in June 2001, we were entering a void 
of communication—old Soviet (moni-
tored) phone lines for the monthly calls 
home, dial-up internet that didn’t work 
because “something has happened in the 
mountains”, a mail service that was slow 
and unreliable.

Now volunteers in Armenia have cell 
phones, and wi-fi in the villages! That’s an 
amazing amount of change in just over ten 
years! Worldwide, Peace Corps Washing-
ton has just announced the new applica-
tion process will let applicants choose their 
country, and type of service! Times, they 
are a-changin’…fast.

So too for Central MO RPCVs. Our 
long-time leader, Karen Davis, exits to 
civilian life after ten years building our 
organization (see article, pg. 5). The Board 
steps into her shoes with many projects in 
the works. First on the list, supporting the 
expanded Third Goal Film Festival, which 
received the Lois Ruppe award from the 
NPCA in June (see article, pg. 1) and will 
be held at the Missouri Theater on January 
31st, 2015—mark your calendars! In our 
Member survey this spring, there was 
interest in more opportunities to speak 
about Peace Corps in the community, so 
we’re also developing our Speakers Bureau. 
Survey respondents also requested im-
proved member communication, and we 
plan some new communication strategies 
to keep all of us in the loop. Our nation-
al award brought us into the National 
Peace Corps Association limelight, with 
additional collaboration possibilities in 
Missouri and nationally. Meanwhile, we 
continue to offer social events, including 
the new Third Thursday Happy Hour at 
Sycamore and the Loaves and Fishes ser-
vice opportunity on Fifth Fridays, to keep 

Third Goal Ice Bowl Recap 2014
Attendance: 268
Volunteers: Karen Davis, Dave Kniet-

er, Lebo Moore, Don Spiers, Maya Tarter, 
Andy Craver, Lindsey Smith, Michelle 
Pfister, Rob Long, Emily Haghighi, Claire 
Lea, Lindsay Oetker, Ashley Burden, Ally 
Junker, Patt Behler, Judy Stallmann, Megan 
Gore, Phillip Berger, Clayton Kennedy, 
Venus Reyes, Claire Donze, Dina van 
der Zalm, Vicky Riback Wilson, Trac-
ey Goldner, Cara Stuckel, Steve Olson, 
Aaron Groth, Frank Yates, and Barbara 
Knowles.

Partners from MU: Chancellor’s Diver-
sity Initiative, Office of Service-Learning, 
Vice Provost for International Programs, 
MU Libraries, the College of Arts and Sci-
ences, Department of Geography, School 
of Nursing, Career Center, 2014 Black 
History Month Committee and LGBTQ 
Resource Center.

Community Partners: Columbia 
Access Television and the Missouri Arts 
Council, KBIA, KOPN, and the Mustard 
Seed. CMO

us connecting as RPCVs locally.  
Central MO RPCVS remains, at its 

core, two hundred plus people in mid-Mis-
souri who share the common experience 
of Peace Corps service. With those two 
intense years behind us all, whether from 
1968–70 or from 2011–13, the goal of 
the 2014 Board is to keep our connection 
relevant—in service, in the Third Goal, 
and in our social networks. Look over the 
calendar included here, and circle a new 
event or activity you haven’t attended be-
fore. Board meetings are open to anyone, 
and there are sub-committee opportunities 
for those who›d like to help with one 
aspect of Central MO RPCV without full 
Board service.  

As you can see, the change in the air is 
really only the continuation and growth of 
the good things already happening with 
Central MO RPCVs. I am looking forward 
to these next couple of years of service to 
our organization. After all, the internet and 
phones work well, I can communicate in 
English (reasonably well) and we’ve got a 
strong and vibrant group to promote and 
develop!  What more could a (returned) 
Peace Corps Volunteer ask for? CMO
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Bob Walker Memorial Grants Program
This year the Central MO RPCVS Small 

Grants Program has funded four projects 
for Missourians and the communities they 
are serving in the Peace Corps. In addition 
to the grants we supported through our 
memberships and fundraising, we initiated 
the Bob Walker Memorial Grant.

Central MO RPCVs were honored 
to receive over $1,500 in the fall of 2013 
from the estate of Bob Walker to be used 
exclusively for small grants to Missouri 
Peace Corps Volunteers currently serving 
who have a connection to Mizzou or Mis-
souri. The board of directors has decided 
to spread these funds out over a number 
of years by naming the first small grant of 

each year as the “Bob Walker Memorial 
Grant.”

Bob Walker is remembered as “a man 
who fought off bears in Washington state 
and survived peritonitis while in India, a 
copperhead bite in Arkansas and a bloody 
encounter with a log by the Missouri Riv-
er.” (Columbia Tribune 04/19/12). He was 
also a member of Central Missouri RPCVs 

(Mali). We are humbled that Mr. Walker’s 
estate chose to honor his memory by mak-
ing a difference in communities served by 
Missouri PCVs. 

The inaugural grant was awarded to 
Elizabeth Reardon from St. Louis, who is 
currently serving in Mozambique and used 
her grant to increase literacy and enhance 
knowledge in her community.

PROJECT: Aprender a Ler, a community 
library and after-school tutoring program
PEACE CORPS VOLUNTEER: Elizabeth Rear-
don
COUNTRY OF SERVICE: Mozambique
SMALL GRANT AWARD: $310

Summary: A USAID study showed 
that 95 percent of third graders could not 
recognize a single letter of the alphabet or 
read a single word. The tutoring program 
will be held in the library for four one-
hour sessions per week. The library will 
have 150 books in Portuguese and 15 in 
English.

Community contribution: The commu-
nity has donated a building for the library. 
The tutoring program will be supported by 
10-15 student volunteers. 

Results: The library will give 200 chil-
dren and their families consistent access to 
books and literacy materials. The library is 
running very well, and Elizabeth’s stu-
dents love using the books and facilitating 
tutoring sessions.

PROJECT: Developing critical thinking 
skills: Writing in the Disciplines books
PEACE CORPS VOLUNTEER: Mary Patton
COUNTRY OF SERVICE: China
SMALL GRANT AWARD: $300

Summary: China has an awesome 
5,000 year history of discovery and critical 
thinking, but current pedagogy privileges 
memorization over critical thinking, even 
in college. The most widely-used West-
ern book to address critical thinking in 
colleges titled Writing in the Disciplines has 
been translated into Chinese and is now 
accessible to faculty in China. Teachers 
are in need of resources to develop critical 
thinking skills.

Results: One copy of this book was 
provided to each participant who attended 
China’s first Writing-in-the-Disciplines 
conference, held in May 2014 at Southwest 
University in Beibei (Chongqing). Faculty 
from 17 disciplines hailing from Beijing, 
Hainan, Xi’an and other cities engaged in 
a lively conversation about ways to use 
writing to think, discover, and create—to 
solve problems and not simply to transmit 
somebody else’s ideas.

PROJECT: Stay cool-Ilawod National High 
School Fans 
PEACE CORPS VOLUNTEER: Nancy Huls
COUNTRY OF SERVICE: Philippines
SMALL GRANT AWARD: $150

Summary: Five fans were purchased for 
classrooms without any cooling.

Results: Both the teachers and students 

were very thankful. All fans are installed 
and working.

From Nancy: Many thanks to Central 
Mo RPCVs! It didn’t take long for word to 
spread that fans were being delivered. The 
teachers were so excited! Before I knew it 
teachers were coming up to me and asking 
if they could have one in their classroom 
because their rooms are so hot. I got out 
of the hot seat by saying that the final 
decision was the principal’s! Thank you 
very much for making the teachers and the 
students so very happy! As the old saying 
goes: It is the little things in life that make 
us happy!

PROJECT: NETWORKING: Transportation for 
Business incubator residents
PEACE CORPS VOLUNTEER: Kate Hanes
COUNTRY OF SERVICE: Moldova
SMALL GRANT AWARD: $324

Summary: Incubators are a new 
concept in many countries including 
Moldova. Kate was assigned to a new 
business incubator that opened its doors 
in late November 2012. There are 15 en-
trepreneurs currently active as “residents” 
and will continue to gain business skills 
and education through the incubators’ 
guidance for a 2–3 year contract with the 
incubator. The residents and managers 
want to visit the three other incubators in 
Moldova to engage in networking activities 
and learn the successes and downfalls of 
fellow residents. Kate wants to see more 
Moldovans working together rather then 
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alone on their projects and goals like they 
have since the communist mentality set-in 
decades ago. With Central MO RPCV 
funding, a small micro-bus will be hired 
to attend day seminars/events at the three 
incubators and one day in August/Septem-
ber to a centrally located site to have all 
incubator residents and employees meet. 

Community contribution: The initial 
funding for the business incubator was 
provided by the local government and a 
business NGO from the capital, Chisinau, 
to renovate and build the incubator. Finan-
cially, the incubator is now on its own to 
pay for utilities, maintenance, expansion 
projects, training sessions, advertising, etc.

Results: With funding from Central 
MO RPCVs, a large van filled with 17 
business incubator residents traveled from 
Kate’s work site in Rezina and drove to a 
fellow business incubator about 3 hours 
away. The event went very well and people 
from the JCI business group (original-
ly started in St. Louis but is now found 
worldwide) caught wind of the event and 
were also impressed. This will be used as a 
model for the upcoming events in Soroca 
and Leova. CMO

Bob Walker Memorial Grants  
Program (cont.)

Third Goal International Film Festival
Third Goal Film Fest will be at the his-

toric Missouri Theatre January 31, 2015.
Our film fest has an opportunity for big 

growth this year. With 1,200 seats, modern 
projection technology and beautifully 
restored interior, the Missouri Theatre is 
a fantastic venue for the Third Goal Film 
Fest and allows us to share the Third Goal 
with a much bigger audience. Help make 
the move to the Missouri Theatre a success 
by getting the word out early, and often. If 
you’re interested in being involved in the 
film fest in any way, or have a film sug-
gestion, contact Mike Burden at mikebur-
den77@gmail.com or 815-535-7297. CMO

Purchase your 2015 Calendars!
$12 each at an event
$12 (+ $3 shipping) 1 mailed
$12 (+ $5.75 shipping) 2–6 mailed

Community service
Community service doesn’t end after 

returning from the Peace Corps! Central 
MO RPCV outreach has expanded this 
year to include serving at our local soup 
kitchen, Loaves & Fishes, every fifth Friday 
of the month. The well-established Adopt-
a-Spot (AAS) clean-up also continues with 
a new location on Elm street from 6th to 
Hitt Street spanning Peace Park. Check out 
our new sign on Elm and Hitt Street!

Thanks to everyone who has volun-
teered to make this a successful year in 
community outreach! Your service has led 
to a cleaner neighborhood and satisfying 
meals for individuals in need. The num-
bers speak for themselves!

Adopt-A-Spot 2014
3 clean-ups
28 volunteers
28 hours of service

Loaves and Fishes 2014
3 dates of service
200 meals served
76 service hours
40 volunteers
12+ Thanksgiving pies
Join in on the fun and attend an AAS 

clean up and the coffee hour immediately 
following at Uprise Bakery. You can also 
prepare food, donate money and/or serve 
and clean up at one of the four Loaves & 
Fishes dinners this year. CMO

Contact Barbara Knowles at 
pkbk120@yahoo.com or 

(573) 449-4930 or 
Michelle Pfister at  

michelle_pfister84@hotmail.com or 
(253) 347-9523 

2013 Annual
Financial Report
January 1–December 31, 2013

Beginning Balance $2,463
Income  $5,811
Expenses  $5,510
Ending Balance $2,764
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Central Missouri RPCVs Membership Form
Your dues go to supporting the many wonderful projects of our currently serving Central Missouri PCVs — Thank you!

Renewal               New Member               Updated Contact Info

Name(s) ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Street Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________

City ______________________________________ State ____________ Zip Code + 4 ____________________________________

Phone Number (H) __________________________ (W) _______________________________ (M) __________________________

Email Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Peace Corps Country and years of service ________________________________________________________________________

Current occupation and employer ______________________________________________________________________________

If you’re a student, what and where are you studying? ______________________________________________________________

New RPCV (<1 year)    FREE!  Make checks payable to:   I am interested in helping in these areas:
Student      $10  Central Missouri RPCVs   Community Service
Single member     $15  and send to:    Film Festival
Couple      $25       Fund Raising
          Public Relations
Unresitricted donation    $ ______ Frank Yates    Recruiting
     152 Sac Rd Unit 1B   Social
Total Amount     $ ______ Sunrise Beach, MO  65079-5634  Speaker’s Bureau



Karen Davis, longtime leader of Central 
Missouri RPCVs. completed her last 
term as Board President this summer. 
During her more than 15 years with the 
organization, it went from a loosely knit 
social group of returned Volunteers to a 
recognized local non-profit. Under Karen’s 
leadership, the group wrote and passed 
by-laws which regularized dues-pay-
ing membership and annual election of 
officers. We also attained 501(c)(3) status, 
created an annual operating budget, and 
have sponsored or hosted monthly events 
for the RPCV and greater community, 
including the Third Goal Film Festival. 
This late winter event, which started as a 
screening of Jimi Sir for 30 RPCVs and 
friends in 2006, and now has an annual 
attendance of 300–500 (give or take an ice 
storm’s intervention), has recently been 
recognized nationally for Third Goal out-
reach activities (see article, pg. 1 about the 
Ruppe Award). The Central MO RPCVs 
Small Grants program, which has funded 
more than 25 projects by Missouri Peace 
Corps Volunteers around the world, is 
Karen’s personal pick for greatest group 
achievement over the past decade. 

Those are the facts—and impressive 
ones they are. But I think anyone, RPCV 
or community member, journalist or 
Peace Corps staffer, who has had the 
opportunity to work with Karen will say 
that her impact on the local Peace Corps 
scene is much greater than the sum of 
those achievements. Karen has been a 
true ambassador for Peace Corps and the 
service-driven life which characterizes 
many RPCVs. Think of the qualities we’re 
always told are necessary for success in 
Peace Corps service. Be flexible! Be a 
problem-solver! Gather information about 
your community! Identify the key people! 
Karen applied those skills to each project 

she undertook for Central MO RPCVs, 
and our organization reaped the benefits of 
her talents, commitment, enthusiasm, and 
positive attitude.

But civilian life calls—Karen steps 
down from Board leadership and contin-
ues her full-time job of co-parenting her 
two teens, James and Zach, as well as her 
position as Middle School Spanish teacher 
and Modern Languages Department 
Chair at Columbia Independent School. 
She promises to remain involved in the 
group, and is currently helping develop the 
Speakers Bureau project. We hope to see 
her at many Central MO RPCV events in 
the years ahead.

Karen will be missed, but great leaders 
develop new leaders, and we on the Board 
will strive to continue her legacy of service 
and innovation. Thank you, Karen!

Central Missouri Returned Peace Corps 
Volunteers honored Karen at the Nomi-
nees BBQ in May 2014 with a donation 
in her name to Trees, Water, People, a 
Guatemalan NGO started by a RPCV from 
her service group. CMO

Karen Davis leaves a legacy of service and innovation
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Central Missouri RPCVs
Lindsey Smith, President
3300 Greenridge Road
Columbia, MO  65202

Clip-n-Post Central MO RPCVs Events Calendar
August 21, 2014: Third Thursday Happy 
Hour at Sycamore

August 23, 2014: Adopt a Spot, 9 a.m. 
6th and Elm. Coffee at Uprise following.

August 29, 2014: Loaves and Fishes

September 4, 2014: Board Meeting 6 p.m., 
Boone County Family Resources

September 13, 2014: Beer tasting 4–7 p.m., 
Rock Quarry Park 

September 18, 2014: Third Thursday  
Happy Hour at Broadway Brewery

September 20, 2014: Adopt a Spot, 9 a.m. 
6th and Elm. Coffee at Uprise following.

October 11, 2014: Adopt a Spot, 9 a.m. 
6th and Elm. Coffee at Uprise following.

October 16, 2014: Third Thursday Happy 
Hour. Location TBD

October 23, 2014 (tentative): Trivia Night 
fundraiser, time & place TBD

October 31, 2014: Loaves and Fishes

November 6, 2014: Board Meeting 6 p.m., 
Columbia Public Library

November 20, 2014: Third Thursday Hap-
py Hour. Location TBD

December 18, 2014: Third Thursday Happy 
Hour. Location TBD

January 8, 2015: Board Meeting 6 p.m., 
Columbia Public Library

January 15, 2015: Third Thursday Happy 
Hour. Location TBD

January 30, 2015: Loaves and Fishes

January 31, 2015: Third Goal Internation-
al Film Festival, Missouri Theater



February 19, 2015: Third Thursday Happy 
Hour. Location TBD

March 1, 2015: PC Day Dinner, ABC Chi-
nese (tentative)

March 12, 2015: Board Meeting 6 p.m., 
Columbia Public Library

March 19, 2015: Third Thursday Happy 
Hour at Sycamore

April 16, 2015: Third Thursday Happy 
Hour. Location TBD

April 25, 2015: Earth Day Festival, Peace 
Park

May 2, 2015: Nominations BBQ 4–8 p.m.

May 3, 2015: Rain Date, Earth Day Festival

May 21, 2015: Third Thursday Happy 
Hour. Location TBD

May 29, 2015: Loaves and Fishes

June 6, 2015: Board Retreat


